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Dear fellow citizens,
Dear partners and friends,

The present Newsletter is a collection of key activities and interventions the Embassy and its Cooperation
Office undertook during the year of 2022.

The celebration of the 30™" Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between Switzerland and Georgia was a
definite highlight of 2022; therefore, we opted to dedicate to it an entire chapter and present all the
initiatives we organized to commemorate this milestone. From the official launch of the Cooperation
Programme 2022-2025, which is a clear declaration of Switzerland’s continuous support to the democratic
agenda of Georgia, to an extended celebration of the Swiss National Day on August 1, the activities covered
a wide range of Switzerland’s support to Georgia and diverse areas the two countries cooperate on.

Along with the official launch of the Cooperation Programme 2022-2025, the Cooperation Office kicked off
new projects and new phases of existing projects which offer hands-on experience, knowledge and expert
faculty to address pressing topics, inter alia, food safety, migration, and unemployment.

The year of 2022 saw high profile visits both in Georgia and Switzerland, which further underpins the ever
strengthening ties between the two countries.

Last but not least, through our Consular department, the FDFA has presented an app “SwissInTouch”, which
is an additional and complementary tool to keep you, dear compatriots, posted on each and every update
coming from Switzerland or from our representation.

| wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Heidi Grau
Ambassador



The 30" Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between Georgia and Switzerland

2022 saw an array of events organized by the Embassy of Switzerland under the aegis of the 30"
Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between Switzerland and Georgia.

O)‘._g Switzerland and Georgia celebrate this
year the 30th Anniversary of
Diplomatic Relations. In recognition of

2 SWITZERLAND & GEORGIA

30 YEARS OF the solid partnership, the president of
SUCCESSFUL Georgia, Salome Zurabishvili, and the
COOPERATION president of the Swiss Confederation,
Switzerland's Cooperation Programme 2022 -2025 |gnazio Cassis' exchanged
g g ® ren ens democratic
..?.. e ek i SO congratulatory letters.
(:_ Addresses climate change To mark this important milestone in
' A - _ the bilateral relationship, the Swiss
DIPLOMATIC > 4 :;::]::fnsu;:flum ceoneme FDFA prepared an infographic which
RELATIONS reflects the key aspects of cooperation
Switzerland supports confidence building and .
1991: Recognition of Georgia’s independence dialogue with regard to the breakaway regions in the course Of 30 years.

1996: Opening of the Swiss Cooperation Office
in Thilisi

2001: Inauguration of the Swiss Embassy in Thilisi

2009: Representation of Georgia's interests Swiss companies are operating in Georgia in the
in the Russian Federation and vice versa areas of agriculture, pharmaceutics, tourism and
logistics.

@ FDFA, Presence Switzerland, 2022 / Sourge: Federal Department of Foreign Affairs

Launching of the Swiss Cooperation Programme 2022-2025

Within the framework of the 30" Anniversary, H.E. Heidi Grau,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Georgia, and Danielle Meuwly,
Regional Director of Cooperation, officially launched a new Swiss
Cooperation Programme for the South Caucasus 2022-2025 on 19
May. The Programme is a flagship document which defines the key
priority areas of Swiss engagement for the period of 2022-2025.

n Inm The focus of the Swiss
engagement will be on four
key areas: 1) promoting civic engagement and cooperation in the
region, 2) strengthening democracy and public institutions, 3)
improving economic development and creation of decent jobs, and
4) strengthening climate resilience and sustainable resource
management.

Switzerland is currently
supporting more than 20 projects. The new Programme 2022-2025
builds on past achievements and continues to make an effective
contribution to the country's development pathways by initiating
new projects in priority areas.

The press release please find here.
| The Swiss Cooperation Programme 2022-2025 please find here.



https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/georgia/en/home/news/news.html/content/countries/georgia/en/meta/news/2022/May/switzerland-launches-cooperation-programme-for-the-south-caucasu
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/georgia/en/home/international-cooperation/strategy.html

Ambassadors of Switzerland and Austria plant a tree in the Goderdzi Alpine Garden

On the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations
between Switzerland and Georgia, and Austria and Georgia,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Georgia, H. E. Heidi Grau and
Ambassador of Austria to Georgia, H. E. Thomas Muehlmann, the
Regional Director of the Swiss Cooperation Office in the South
Caucasus, Danielle Meuwly and the Head of the Coordination
Office for Technical Cooperation of the Austrian Embassy,
Alexander Karner visited the Samtskhe-Javakheti and Ajara
regions. The delegation met with the beneficiary of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and Austrian Development Agency (ADA) funded Alliances
Caucasus Programme and local officials. To commemorate the Anniversary, the Ambassadors of Switzerland
and Austria planted a tree in the Goderdzi Alpine Garden, an important tourist destination in the
mountainous Ajara.

The press release please find here.

Visit to the Swiss Agricultural School in Dmanisi

As part of the celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Diplomatic
Relations, Swiss Ambassador Heidi Grau, Regional Director of
Cooperation Danielle Meuwly and UNDP Resident Representative
Nick Beresford visited the Swiss Agricultural School Caucasus.

UNDP and the SDC signed an V8 ‘r
extended cooperation agreement ( "ry
% ensuring continued support for the 4
» “+ School within the framework of
the SDC-funded project “Modernizing Vocational Education and Training in

Georgia”.

1 August — Celebration of the Swiss National Day

The Swiss National Day this year was a special occasion to mark the Anniversary in the presence of more than
300 guests, including government representatives, partners and friends of Switzerland.



https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/georgia/en/home/news/news.html/content/countries/georgia/en/meta/news/2022/june/switzerland-and-austria-celebrate-the-30th-anniversary-of-diplom

Pan-Caucasian Youth Orchestra performs at Tsinandali Festival

Supported by Switzerland and Norway, the Pan-Caucasian Youth
Orchestra (PCYO) performed this summer at the Tsinandali Festival’s
2022 edition in the historical Tsinandali Estate in Kakheti. The PSYO
" includes about 80 young musicians from the South Caucasus
f. countries and beyond.

The PSYO was established by Tsinandali Festival in 2019 with a
mission to build peace across the Caucasus and neighbouring
countries through music and cultural exchange.

POLITICAL COOPERATION
President of the National Council, Iréne Kalin visits Georgia

The president of the National Council, Iréne Kalin, paid an official
visit to Georgia from 10 to 12 October. In the framework of the 3-
day visit, the President held meetings with the Prime Minister, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and her counterpart, the Chairperson of
the Parliament.

The Georgian officials expressed their gratitude to Switzerland for
its protecting power mandate, solid partnership and long-standing
support through development programmes.

At the meeting, the Prime Minister stressed the importance of the SDC-funded projects focused on socio-
economic and institutional transformation of Georgia. The parties touched upon the avenues of future
collaboration and the importance of high-profile bilateral meetings citing the meeting between President of
the Swiss Confederation Cassis and Prime Minister Gharibashvili on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York in September (see President Cassis’ Tweet below).

At the meeting with the Speaker of the Parliament, Shalva
Papuashvili, the two sides discussed Georgia’s progress in fulfilling
the European Commission’s 12 recommendations for EU candidate
status. Following the meeting, Speaker Papuashvili and NC
President Kalin led a joint press conference.

The meeting between
Minister of Foreign

: Affairs llia Darchiashvili
and NC President Kalin focused on the potential for the
development of mutually beneficial cooperation in such areas as
economic relations, professional education, climate protection,
and tourism.

The official press release please find here.

Switzerland and Georgia establish a migration partnership

On 11 May, Federal Councillor Karin Keller-Sutter and Georgian Minister of Justice Rati Bregadze signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on deepening the partnership on migration issues.


https://civil.ge/archives/496656
https://parliament.ge/en/media/news/shalva-papuashvili-mzad-vart-gavagrdzelot-pozitiuri-tendentsia-da-chvens-kveqnebs-shoris-partnioroba-kidev-ufro-gavaghrmavot?fbclid=IwAR3uRCEk201rq8MBu1B1S8I02KIvCSAaago-ZPSGqZKs2RbTcCIvv6u9OFU
https://www.parlament.ch/press-releases/Pages/mm-int-sprachen-2022-10-14.aspx

The agreement will provide a general framework for all aspects of
cooperation in the field of migration between Switzerland and
Georgia and further boost the well-established relations. In the
framework of the visit, Federal Councillor Keller-Sutter paid a
courtesy visit to Georgian Interior Minister Vakhtang Gomelauri.

ahmggpmb  Ministry of u
gbynnnb  Justice of
Georgia
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The official press release please find here.

President Cassis and PM Gharibashuvili B ey
meet in NeW York Fruitful meeting with Prime Minister @GharibashviliGe

= Main topics: cur excellent bilateral relations and
regional issues, in JLJI[IE_ the war in #Ukraine,
ftzecurity in Europe, #energycrisie and Switzerland's
mandats &5 protecting pnwer between #Georgiz and
#HRussia. #UMGATT

On 7-8 November, Minister of Education and Science Michael
Chkhenkeli visited Switzerland. The Minister held an official meeting
with the Federal Councillor, head of the Department of Economic
Affairs, Education and Research (EAER), Guy Parmelin. The Georgian
minister emphasized the partnership in the area of vocational
education and training, and in particular, the invaluable support of
the SDC to the education system in Georgia.

) During his visit, the minister held meetings with the principal of the
Bern Unlver5|ty and the representatives of the EHL Hospitality Business School.

The official press release please find here.

The Mayors of Thilisi and Bern exchange visits

In July, Thilisi Mayor Kakha Kaladze and Bern Mayor Alec
von Graffenried signed in Bern a Memorandum of
Understanding shaping a new cooperation on, including
but not limited to urban development, transportation, and
culture. The two cities will also share experience in public
safety and tourism. In September, Mr. Graffenried arrived
to Thilisi to meet his counterpart and discuss the status of
implementation of the commitments stipulated in the
sighed MoU.



https://www.admin.ch/gov/de/start/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen.msg-id-88754.html
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=13231&lang=eng

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

The official launch of the Swiss Cooperation Programme 2022-2025 was followed by the kick-off of a
number of new projects and new phases of existing projects.

Around 15,000 children will benefit from improved water, sanitation
and hygiene services in 60 schools.

| SDC and UNICEF started a new project, which aims at improving
L water and sanitation infrastructure and standards in schools as well
as raise awareness of children and school personnel on safe hygiene
practices.

The new project “Democracy starts in schools” was officially
presented in December. The project aims at increasing youth
participation in decision-making through democratic citizenship
education and practices in 20 pilot schools. It is implemented by the
Council of Europe in partnership with the Ministry of Education and
Science.

The launch of the new project “Strengthening Sustainable Political
Culture among Georgian Political Parties" was marked with an
opening of the School on Party Politics. The project aims at
promoting value-based political culture and consensus building in
Georgia. It will be implemented by the Georgian Institute of Politics.

"] Swiss Cooperation continues to support the Vocational Education
¢ and Training project which started in 2013. The third and last phase
§ - of the project will focus on youth education, public-private
. partnerships and modern technologies in Vocational Education and
Training (VET). The project will be implemented by UNDP Georgia.

Below please see the infographic which reflects main palpable
achievements demonstrated in concrete figures.

Swiss Cooperation kicked off a new ALCP2 project which stands for Market Alliances for Rural
Development. The project creates new opportunities for additional income and jobs to rural inhabitants
dependent on primary agricultural production. The project is implemented by Cooperation’s long-standing
partner — Mercy Corps Georgia.

The SDC started a new, second phase of the National Identification and Traceability System in Georgia.
While the first phase established the system, the second phase of the project will improve sustainability of
this system through building capacities of stakeholders to use it. The second phase will ensure the
sustainability of the initiative.



MODERNIZING VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING RELATED TO AGRICULTURE IN GEORGIA

(PHASE 2)

Goal: The 2nd phase of the project aimed at improving

employment opportunities for rural population through

better access to vocational education.

Duration: 1 September 2018 - 31 August 2022

The project is implemented by UNDP with funding
from the Swiss Agency for Development and

Cooperation.

Exchange visits

The project facilitated the
creation of the Skills Agency
Georgia in 2021. The Agency Is
the first ever public-private entity
based on the international model

The praoject fostered the
partnership between the Swiss
agricultural school Plantahof and
the Swiss Agricultural School
Caucasus based in Georgia. The
partnership intensified further
knowledge transfer from
Switzerland to Georgia

Georgia.
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EMPLOYMENT:

55%

amployment rate in case of graduating from VET

MAARA

GRANTS:

GEL 1.7 million
(USD 620'000)

to 40 training providers for forming public-private
partnarships (PPPs). In total, 24 PPP models

gler
Agency for Development
tian SOC

GRADUATES BREAKDOWN

The overall attractiveness of the vocational
education has increased. In total 22'534 youth
graduated during 2018-2021. There was a slight
drop in the times of COVID-19 in 2020, but the
number almost doubled in 2021,

45%
Of youth graduating from agricultural professions
on vocational education level are women

On average, 60% of farmers report praductivity
increase (56% women) as a result of their improved
skills

GEL 210'390

(USD 76'000)

55 micro grants were igsued to contribute to the
dissemination of knowledge and information on
climata-smart agriculture, innovative technologies
and green agricultura.

In August, a delegation of the Ministry of Environmental Protection
and Agriculture visited Switzerland within the framework of the
Swiss-funded project ‘Modernization of the Vocational Education
and Training in Georgia’. The delegation got acquainted with the
Swiss system of extension services, including agriculture
development strategies and skills development of service providers.

The Vocational Skills Agency of Georgia (GeoSkills) visited
Switzerland for a study tour to explore Switzerland’s vocational
education policies and to meet with Swiss counterparts for
experience sharing. During their stay in Switzerland, the GeoSkills
representatives got to know Switzerland’s overall VET policy,
including qualification development, role of work-based learning ,
private sector’s participation in VET and student exchange and
mobility programmes.

The insights gathered during the study tour will further inspire the
Georgian VET system and help it develop in line with the needs of education and economy sectors in



The students of the Swiss Agricultural School Caucasus underwent a
two-week intensive programme provided by the Swiss college
‘Plantahof’. Plantahof is the partner college of the school ‘Caucasus’
within the framework of the SDC-funded project “Modernizing
Vocational Education and Training in Georgia”.

In September, the Embassy of Switzerland partook in the Thilisi
International Festival of Literature. Supported by the Embassy,
Writers’ House and Pro Helvetia, the Georgian audience had a
~ rare opportunity to attend two events — a meeting with a Swiss

. poet, Ariane von Graffenried and an evening dedicated to Max
Frisch’s “Questionnaire”. Dr. Thomas Strassle, president of the
Max Frisch Foundation, arrived to Thilisi for this occasion.

The 23 Tbilisi International Film Festival is another festival the
Embassy of Switzerland partnered with. The festival programme

sl included two Swiss movies: “The Line” by Ursula Meyer and “A Piece
1 dneMILBndach of Sky” by Michael Koch.

‘THE 23R0 TBILISLINTERNATIONAL

. FILMFESTIVAL

2112007 E—

CONSULAR

Online desk for Swiss nationals residing abroad
g ﬁ Entering your personal details in the Register of the Swiss Abroad,
(41
T ordering confirmations, announcing civil status matters and
a subscribing to publications: The FDFA’s online desk offers Swiss
ISR LODLZE  nationals abroad the opportunity to request services from the
Onllne-SchaIt‘er EDA comfort of their homes. The FDFA’s online desk simplifies
Sportello online DFAE . . . .
Online desk FDFA correspondence between Swiss nationals residing abroad and their
Swiss representations.

SwissInTouch.ch

Eiitzarlandin The App for the Swiss abroad:

your pocket - Information, events
- Quick contact with your local representation
- Guide to living and working abroad

| B |

swissintouch.ch



https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/georgia/en/home/services/online-desk.html
http://www.swissintouch.ch/

Marriage for all — Law reform on July 1 2022

Switzerland recognises and permits same-sex marriage since 1 July 2022. As of the same date, registered
partnerships are no longer concluded in Switzerland.

If your marriage or partnership was registered abroad, it must be entered into the Swiss civil register by the
proper authority in Switzerland. In order to do so, you need to submit certain documents to your Swiss
representation.

Introduction of the new Swiss passport family

The introduction of the new Swiss passport family took place on 31 October 2022.

o1y . . . . L
g .:*‘ While the design is completely renewed, the functionality and the issuing
f“,_iu X l:" procedure will remain unchanged. All previously issued passports will remain
i o % £ valid until the registered date.
i
.- # = J‘"l 't "

Votelnfo application provides live voting results
< VO‘te The Votelnfo application developed by the Federal Chancellery, the Federal Statistical
Info Office and the Statistical Office of the Canton of Zurich allows users to follow the
results of the vote in near real time on voting Sundays. From midday onwards,
Votelnfo users have access to the results for their municipality, their canton and the whole of Switzerland.
The FSO continuously updates the results of the votes automatically delivered by the cantons.

m swissinfo.ch Your daily briefing on Switzerland

Stay in touch with Switzerland with SWiplus app

Embassy of Switzerland in Georgia
Swiss Cooperation Office for the South Caucasus

12 Radiani Street, 0179 Thilisi, Georgia

www.eda.admin.ch/georgia
www.facebook.com/SwissEmbassyThbilisi
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https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/georgia/en/home/services/zivstand/heirat-eingetragene-partnerschaft/ehe-fuer-alle.html
https://www.fedpol.admin.ch/fedpol/en/home/pass---identitaetskarte/pass.html
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/fr/home/statistiques/politique/votations/voteinfo.html
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/get-our-app-and-stay-in-touch-with-switzerland-/46766802
www.eda.admin.ch/georgia
http://www.facebook.com/SwissEmbassyTbilisi

